
30 July 2020 jA AFL MASTERS
WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC:)

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee Submission

AFL Masters WA (AFLMWA) wishes to provide some commentary as a submission to the Parliamentary Public 
Accounts Committee regarding the use of State funding by the WAFC. AFLMWA is an affiliate association of 
the WAFC, comprising of an organised games for over 35s men's and women's football participants, with 
over 3000 participants in regional and metropolitan areas. AFLMWA is one part of the WA community 
football landscape, albeit within the Cradle to Grave Philosophy with us stating "we will get them in the end" 
as anyone who has been involved with Auskick, junior football, youth football, Amateur Football or no 
football but wishes to try, when of the correct age will play Masters Football. The focus of AFLMWA is to be 
a type of social interaction club that plays a bit of footy, so similar aged people can get together, exercise, 
enjoy the game and provide support to each other going through the typical life experiences (both positive 
and negative) and assist with health and wellbeing options. Our motto of "Football for Kicks" underpins how 
we operate and provide positive experiences for our participants.

The social benefits of the structured club environment is not lost on AFLMWA, typified by the fact that last 
year at the National Carnival, a NSW player, didn't have a team to play in for his state at his age, so he joined 
the successful WA Over45s Men's team and after the Carnival made contact to state, that had he no intention 
of returning home after the carnival, he had decided that life was too difficult, and he would have left his 
wife and kids behind. He also thanked all involved with WA, and said his kids are lucky to have him around 
because of the positive environment and acceptance of WA players. His battles were not finished however, 
he saw an opportunity to change his outlook, and has progressed to now formulating ways to raise awareness 
within Masters Football.

In relation to terms of reference indicated, the AFLMWA response to how effectively the state funds have 
been used to develop football across all levels would be that the portion of funding allocated to AFLMWA is 
made to assist with administration, communications and IT support with access to regional areas and 
development of playing opportunities for both men and women. AFLMWA is aware of the three strategies 
employed and as such a portion of the funding is used for talent and the development of junior talent and 
schools engagement. Programs to engage new participants at school level is important to show what options 
are available to children (and their parents) and promotion of healthy choices assist with general community 
health and wellbeing. In regional communities, numbers of participants are largely driven by the engagement 
of the local community club and regional area, the WAFC focuses on that regional support.

Currently AFLMWA receives funding each year from the WAFC at similar levels to that received when Subiaco 
Oval was fully functional and the previous State Government funding arrangements were in place. As with 
all associations that rely on volunteers, at Board level, club level and game day regular funding and support 
from the governing body assists to ensure the participants can get a kick. Whilst this may not be the place 
or correct forum, the funding distribution is always a hot topic, and one where simple numbers participating



should not be the determining factor in which Affiliate Association receives what they do. During the current 
COVID crisis, AFLMWA welcomed the continued support decision for community football by the WAFC.

The level of support provided to AFLMWA by the WAFC is not limited to just game day functions, AFLMWA 
has utilised the HR department, Commercial department, Finance department, Communications/IT 
department and Governance expertise. As a member of the community football family, AFLMWA believes 
that the current governance structure needs attention, as the there is no means or opportunity for 
community stakeholders to vote for commissioners that are responsible for decisions regarding the largest 
population of participants in the WA football family. In addition, there needs to be some forum or common 
gathering of the community football affiliates to ensure that common information, practices and discussions 
can occur prior to release to teams and clubs. Each year the WAFC shares the financial audits and is 
transparent in the fiscal operations of the WAFC and the impacts on football. AFLMWA does not feel that any 
information is withheld or keep from the Affiliate, in fact anytime questions have been raised, clear concise 
and accurate information has been shared.

The individuals that AFLMWA deal with on a regular basis, ensure a strong relationship exists and encourage 
communication with other WAFC staff. This helpful nature and positive interactions within WAFC ensures 
that the customer is the focus and that its staff work collectively for the good of football, not individuals 
trying to develop themselves.

Should you require any further clarification or wish to discuss this any further please don't hesitate to contact 
via chairman(5>aflmasterswa.com.au or 0478 413 316

Regards

AFL MASTERS Natha"Di™"
Board Chairman

Perth Carnival Organizing Committee 

AFL Masters Western Australia 

0478 413 316

chairman@aflmasterswa.com.au
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